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COUNTY COUNCIL
OF

HARFORD COUNTY, iiARYLAND

1973 Legislative Session, Legislative Day Wo. 73-23

Introdnced by i,

Bill o, 73-22 (as amended)
Arthur H. Helton, Jr.

AN ACT
AN EMERGENCY ACT

Introduced, read first time, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled on

to repeal Sections 432 through 455 of the

Code of Public Local Laws of Harford County (1965 Edition
and 1971 Supplement), title, "Metropolitan Commission";
and to repeal Sections 473 and 474 of the sald Code,.
titled, "Roads and Public Works'"; to add new Sections

432 through 452 to the said Code to follow immediately i
after Section 431 to be under the new heading, "Public ™3
Works Department", subheading, "Division of Water and
Sewers"; and to add new Section 4894 to the said Code p
to be under the new subheading "Transfer of Metropolitan :ﬂ*
Commission Finances"; to provide for the assignment ¥
of Metropolitan Commission functions, personnel, and

funds to the appropriate offices and departments of the
County government; to put all water and wastewater
facilities under the Department of Publie Works; to
provide for financing and rates therefor; and relating
generally to water, sewerage, wastewater and the

Department of Public Works. i

By the Council August 7 __, 1973

September 6 1973, at 7:30 P i, in the

Council Hearing Room, Bel Air, Haryland.

end Title of Bill having been publighed according to the Charter, a public

hearing was held on
September 6, 1973 -

on

2y ﬁw%%w %/Qf%// sesrotazy

PUBLIC HEARTHG

Having been posted and Notice of time and place of hearing i

September 6, 1973 and concluded

MWW///Z é@%ﬁ/ L0, Secretary
/ /
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~general counsel for the Commission), shall be employees in the
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Section 1. Be it enacted by the County Council of Harford County,

Maryland, that Sections 432 through 455 of the Code of Public
Local Laws of Harford County (1965 Edition and 1971 Supplement)
be, and they are hereby, repealed and the new Sections 432
through 452 be, and they afe hereby, added f£o the said Code, said
Sections to be under the new heading, "Department of Public
Works", subheading, "Division of Water and Sewers", and that
Sections 473 and 474 of the said Code be, and they are hereby,

repealed, and that new Section 489A to be under the new subheading

hereby, added to the said Code to follow immediately after
Section 489, said new Sections to read as follows:
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLTC WORKS
Division of Water and Sewers
432. Metropolitan Commission personnel, functions, and
property transferred fo County.
{a) PFrom and after February 15, 1973, all employees

of the Metropolitan Commission, (except the Commissioners and

Classified Service of Harford County and shall be assigned by
the County Executive to the various.offices and‘departments of
the County gbvernment according to the individual's skills and
gqualifications and the requlirements of the County 1n such
positions and at such rates of pay as may be provided by \
Ordinance.

(b) From and after February 15, 1973, all of the
functions of the Metropolitan Commission shall be assumed by the
following departments or offices of Harford County:

(1) Purchasing by the Procurement Officer.
(2) Personnel by the Perscnnel Officer.

{3) Accounting by the Department of Finance.

{4}y Assessments, Design, Operation, Construction,

3
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Maintenance and Repair of Utility Facilities by the Department

of Public Works.
(5) Any other functions as directed by the County
Executi?e..

(¢) On and after February 15, 1973, all property or
interests therein of any kind or description, real, mixed of
personal of the Metropolitan Commission shall vest in and
beéome the property of Harford‘County, Maryland. All such
personal property, eguipment and vehicles shall be under the
direction, control and supervision of the Department of Pubiilc
Works except that any personal property, equipment or vehicle
associated with a function assigned to an office or department
other than the Department of Public Works shall be under the
direction, control and supervision of that other office or
department.

(d) The following terms when used in this subtitle
shall be construed as follows:

(1) County Council means the County Council of
Harford County, Maryland.

(2) County Executive means the County Executive
of Harford County, Maryland. |

(3) County means Harford County; Maryland.

(ﬁ) Director. means the Director of Public Works.

(5) Department means the Department of Public
Works. |
433, Sanitary District. Harford County is declared to
be a Sanitary District, and the Department of Public Works,
Division of Water and Sewers, shall exercise control of all
publicly owned water, sewerage, and waste water facilities in
Harford Cdunty, and rules and regulations governing the use
and conservétion thereof may be adopted as provided for in the

Charter of Harford County, Maryland; provided:

-2
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(a) That the Department shall exercise no authority
over the oﬁeration or construction of the sewerage, water and
drainage facilities of any incorporated municipality, including
the extension of such facilities beyond the corporate limits of
any munilcipality, as such extensions may exist on.February 15,
1973; and

(b) That the extension of such facilities beyond
the corporate limits of any municipality after February 15, 1973,
shall be subject to the approval and authority of the County
Counecil upon recommendaticon of the County Executive, eicept that
such approval shall not be reguired in the event of annexation
pursuant to Article 23A of the Annotated Code of the Public
General Laws of Maryland, and provided further whenever
annexation occurs where water and/or sewer facilities have been
previously installed by Harford County, all cutstanding bonds
remaining unpaid for said facilities shall be redeemed by said
municipality annexing, at the time of annexation; and

(¢} That the merger of the Edgewocd Sanitary District
with the Harford County Sanitary District, shall in no manner
effect outstanding bonds; and

(d) That in exercising the powers granted by this
subtitle, the Department shall not be subject to the provisions
of any planning regulations or zoning ordinances effectlive in
Harford County.

434, Acquisition; condemnation.

(a) Power to condemn. Whenever it is deemed necessary'
to take or acguire any land, structure, or buildings, or any
stream bed, waterway, water rights, or watershed, éither in fee
or as in easement, within or without Harford County, for the
construction, extension or maintenance of any water main, sewer,
or appurtenance thereof, or any sewage treatment plant, reservolr,
water treatment plant, storage tank, or pumping station or, for

-3
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the execution by the Department of any other power or function
vested in it by this subtitle, the County Executive, if he be
unable-to achire the property or right by purchase, may, in
accordance with the provisions of Sectmon 210(0) of the Code of
Publlc Local Laws of Harford County, (1965 Edltlon as amended),
condemn the property or rlght by proceedlngs in the Clircuit
Court for the County in which the property or rlght is located,
as prov1ded for condemnatlon of land in the Public General Laws
of Maryland and theLRules ol Erocedure of the Court of Appeals

of Maryland, as amended, pertaining to condemnation, now or here-
. ¥ : .

alflter in effect; and the County Executive may lilkewlise condemn

»* o . T . . .
the interest of any tenant, lessee, or other person having
any right or interest in the property orrriéht. At any time

after ten (10) days after the return and recordation of the

>

'verdict or award in such proceedings,ithe Connty may enter and

take p0556551on of the property S0 condemned upon first paying
to the Clerk of the Court the amount of the award and all costs
taxed to that’date, notw1thstand1ng any appeal or further
proceedings upon the part of the defendant. At the time of said
payment however, the County shall give 1ts corporate undertaking

to abide by and fulflll any Judgment in any such appesal or

¥

further proceedlngs prov1ded, however, that the County Executive

shall have no authority to condemn sewage, water, or drainage

facllltles owned and operated by the munlclpalltles of Havre de

Grace, Aberdeen and Bel Air, s1tuate and 1ylng solely within
the corporate 11m1ts of those munlclpalltles o
r . 1)

(b) Award. 1In the condemnation of privately owned

: N

water or sewerage systems the jury shall take into consideration

as a part of its award any payment, contribution or tax upon

*.
4

the respective iot oOWners or purchasers toward the construction
of said system, and where said system or systems have been buillt
in connection with or'for the purpose of developing home sites,

i
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435, Same; purchase or gift.

(a) Power to acquire. The County Executive WITH APPROVAL

OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL may purchase or acquire by gift any existing

water, sewerage, or drainage systems, or parts thereof, including
f£hose owhed, operated by or serving any municipality or any land,
structure, buildings, stream bed, water rights or watershed, either
in fee or‘as an easement, which in his judgment is desirable or
necessary for the purpose of providing adequate water, sewerage
or drainage service or either for the residents of the County.
In any such purchase, before any part of the purchase price is
paid cther than a ncminal sum of meoney to bind the agreement, it
is the duty of the vendor or agent to furnish an affidavit to
the County Executilive or his désignee setting fofth all names
and addresses cf peréons having any interest or claims against
the property.

(k) Notilce. Thereupon it is the duty of the County
Executive or his deslgnee to notify personally or by certified
or registered mail, return receiptlreqqggﬁéqg‘ all persons having
any interest in the property, and in éddition_the County
Executive or hls designee shall give three (3) weeks notice
of the County's intenticn to purchase ﬁhe property, in a news-
paper or newspapers qulishedFWitﬁiH;%h§;cggnty ﬁh???,thb‘
property is located. FEach person haﬁing any claim whatever
aéainst the property shall file its, his or her claim with the
Department on or before the explration date mentioned in the
notice at which time any such persons shalllbe heard.

(c) Use of purchase price. Any municipality whose
system or any portion thereof 1s acquired by the County by

purchase shall use the amount paid to it for the system for tThe

standing against the same; or the County as part of the purchase
price of the system may assume the payment of any such bond or

—6=
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debt. The County Executive may purchase any existing watér mains,
sewers or systems, in whole or in part, which are necessary or
desirable for the purpose of carrying out the powers vested in
him by this subtitle.
436. Contracts; authority of County Executive. The County
Executive has full power and authority to enter into any contract
for the connection of the County's water supply, sewerage, or
drainage systems, with fthose of any municipality or adjoining
County, or any other governmental agency, for-the purchase of
water and for the disposal of sewage drainage from any sanitary
district, and to enter into any other agreement concerning any
matter deemed by the County Executive to be necessary, advisable,
or expedient for the proper construction, maintenance, and
operaticon of the water supply, sewerage, or dralinage systems under
the control of the County, or those under the control of any
municipality, other county or other governmental agency. The
County Executive is further empowered to enter into contracts
with ény municipality for the joint acquisition, construction,
ownership, and operation of any Watér supply sewerage or drainage
system or any portion thereof.
437, Permits and connections.

(a) Construction work. Before any plumbing, water
works, or sewer construction is done in any bullding or upon

any private property within the sanitary district, the person,

firm, or corporation doing the construction shall first obtain

a permit from the County and pay therefor the prescribed fee.
The work shall be done under and pursuant to such rules,
regulations, and requirements as the County may from time to
time formulate, and subject to such inspection as the County may
deem necessary; providéd that, to avoid duplication of super-

vision, the County Executive or his designee may waive this

provision if the Department of Health AND/CR THE PLUMBING BOARD

-7 -
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OF HARFORD COUNTY issues the permits and makes the inspections
required by this subsection.

(b) Installations. No private or public watef sSupp+y
SYSTEM or sewerage installation intended for use of two‘(2) or
moyre bdildings or premises shall be constructed, nor shall any
exlsting system be extended in the sanitary district unless the
person, firm, or corporation doing the work has first obtained
a permit from the County and paid the prescribed fee. The
pians FACILETY_than shall be installed, maintained, and operated
under such rules and regulations as the Department may require or
devise. The County shall have full and complete jurisdiction
over all fire hydrants connected with its water system; and
no person, firm or corporation may operate, use, make connection
with, or withdraw water from the system without the written
authority of the County Executive or his desighee, except that
no restriction shall apply to any bona fide fire department in
the discharge of its duties. ,Dgﬁgjéf “the bounds of incorporated-
towns, the County Executive, upon a determination that public
safety will be served, may require the installation of fire
hydrants tQ public or private systems existing or to be
constructed and may prescribe such rules and regulations for the
use and maintenance thereof as 1t deems necessary. The County
Executive is authcrized to enter into any agreements with the
cwners or operators of such systems designed to install fire
hydrants or other fire protection equipment aé may be deemed
in the public interest. No person, firm, or éorporation may
tamper with, deface, damage; or obstruct any fire hydrant. A
violation of any of the provisions of this Section is a
misdemeanor, punishable under Section 450 of this subtitle.

(¢) Exception. Nothing in this Section is
applicable within any municipality or to any sanitary system
operated by a municipality.

-
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438. When connection required.

(a) Within six (6) months from the date that any
public water or wastewater lateral is complete and ready for the
delivery of water or the reception of wastewater, every abutting
property owner shall make a connection of all spigots or hydrants,
toilets, and waste drains with such PUBLIC water or westewater
mat+a LATERAL and no cesspool, septic tank, dry well, privy, vault
or well for household water purposes shall be used or maintained
on the property and no crose—connection of any kind shall be
permitted; provided, however, that if the County Health Officer

shall find that any such dry well, privy, vault or well for house-

hold water purposes shall constitute a nuisance or a menace to

health or safety, he shall so notify the Director who shall
require immediate connection to such public water lateral or
wastewater lateral. If any person shall fail to make such
connection, the County, upon Wriften notice to the property ewner,
shall make the connection and charge the property owner for the
cost thereof.

(b) Compulsory connection to private wastewater
system. Whenever 1t happens in the County that there is any
community without adequate facilities for'the disposal of
wastewater and the Director may deem it ineipedient to construct
a wastewater system as provided in this Chapter and thereris or
may be constructed or maintained by private enterprise a
wastewater system or disposal plant for public use, the County
Heaith Offieer shall investigate such conditions, and if after
due notice to all persons who may be directly affected by such
order and an oppcertunity given te them fto be heard, the County
Health Officer shall determine that the sewerage conditions in
such community are such as to be dangerous to public health,
safety or general welfare of the County, it shall be the duty
of the County Health Officer to so notify the Director who shall

-0-
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440. Obstructions to County systems. A1l individuals, firms,
or corporations having buildings, conduits, pipes, tracks,
poles, or other structures or obstructions in, on, over, under,
or through any publiec road, street, or way, which blocks or
impedes the construction and establishment of the County water
supply, sewerage, or drainage systems, or other works, upon
reasonable notice from the Department, shall promptly so shift,
adjust, accommcdate, or remove structures or obstructions as
fully to meet the exlgencies occasioning such action; provided,
however, that the cost of such changes shall be borne by the
County. Every public service corporation, company, or individual
before it or they shall begin excavation or construction in any
street, road, way, or public highway shall file with the
Department plans of such work and construction showing the
location and depth in such street, road, way, or public highway
of the proposed main, conduit, pole, pipe or other structure,
and such coﬁstruction or work shall not be begun until the plan
is approved by the Department nor shall any change be made in
the approved plan or in the work or construction as shown by
the plan, except on further approval of the Department. Whenever
any main, condult, pole, pipe or other structure is installed
without the filing of plans with the Department and the approval
thereof by it, or when any changelis made in the location of the
main, conduit, pipe, pole, or other structure as shown upon the
plans approved by the Deeartment or any approved change therein,
the Department, if and when such condult, main, pipe, pole, or
other structure interferes with the construction of or operation
0of the County water or sewerage system or other works, may
remove the conduit, main, pipe, pole, or other structures, or
change the location thereof at the cost and expense of the
party so putting them in, or their heirs, assigns, or successors,
and without any liability upon the part of the County for

-11-
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pass an order so declaring, and directing the owners or occupants
of such community within such reasonable time and in such
reasonable manner as by such order may be prescribed to connect
their respective premises with such private wastewater system.
Appeals from such orders of the Director may be appealed to the
County Council until such time as an Appeals Board is
established.

439. Right of entry; private premises and conservation of
water. Any employee or agent of the Department has the right

of entry, at all reasonable hours, upon any private premises

and into any building in the sanitary district, while in pursuit
of his official duties, upon first presenting proper credentials
from the County and stating the purpose of his presence. The
Director may order and require such changes in plumbing, water
usage or water or sewer connections as he deems necessary to
eliminate. leakage, loss df water, unnecessary or 1lmprcper use

of sewers. The Director shall exerclise control of the water
supply at all times and in case of shortage bf water or, for any
other reason, the Director, in the exercise of his discretion,
may determine that the water supply should be conserved. The
consumers upon notice from the‘County, or upon notice published

in two (2) newspapers of general circulation published in the

'County, shall comply with any order passed by the Director to

conserve the water supply OR ELIMINATE THE DISCHARGE OF RAIN OR

GROUND WATER IN THE SANITARY SEWERS. In addition to any other

penalty herein prescribed, the County may turn off the water

supply of any person violating such an order at any time without
further notice. Any restraint or hindragce offered by any owner, |
tenant, or agent or any other person, to the right of entry in
this Section provided or any vioclation of any order issued

pursuant to this Section is a misdemeanor punlshable under Section
450.6f this subtitle..

-10-
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damage that might be done to the same by reason of the County's
operaticn in constructing or maintaining its systems or works.
Any violation of the provisions of this Section is a.misdemeanor
punishable under Section 450 of this subtitle.

441. Contract for work; bids. Whenever the plans and
specifications for water supply, sewerage, or drainage systems
or extensions therecf shall have been completed and approved

and the County Executive or his desginee DESIGNEE has decided to
proceed with construction, he shall proceed with competitive bid-
ding in accordance with Section 219 of the Code of Publie Local
Laws of Harford County; provided that at any time fthe Director
in his discretion, may expend by day labor for construction an
amount not exceeding three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) without
advertising and receiving bids. All such contracts shall be
protected by such bonds, penalties, and conditions as the County
may recguire, all éf which shall be enforceable in any court
having Jjurisdicticn. Nothing in this Section shall preclude

the Department from performing any work with its own employees
and/or equipment.

442, Construction of satellite systems. No sewerage, water,

or drainage system, or extension thereof, serving two (2) or more

preperties SEPARATE BUILDINGS OR BUSINESSES in the sanitary dis-

trict may be constructed by any private owner without the prior
approval of the Director.- If upon application for the construc-
tion or extension of the County system is inexpedient or
impracticable at that time, owing to the remoteness from 1ts
general system or other considerations, the applicant may build
said system under the following conditions:

(a) THE PROPOSED SYSTEM HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED BY THE COUNTY

COUNCIL BY AMENDMENT OF THE COUNTY MASTER WATER AND SEWER PLAN.

£a+ (b) Said system must be bwiid BUILT in accordance

with plans and specifications approved by and under the inspection

-12-
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of the Department.
£b3 (c) Upon completion of said system it shall be
conveyed and made a part of|the sewerage and/or water system of
Harford County at no cost to said County.
e+ (d) Said system{shall comply with all State and County
Health Department regulations and all other regulations per
taining to the PLANNING,construction, maintenance and operation

of such syétem promulgated by said Health Departments.

{d3 (e) Users of said system shall pay on a volumetric

rate to be determined by the Department and approved by the
County Council.

te3 (f) The Developer shall pay a sum equal to the area

connection charge for each unit using the service in effect at
the time said usér becomes a part of the system.

££3 (g) Each and every property located in the development
for which a permit is issued for an individual system, water,

sewer or both, shall be required to connect to the system as

hereinbefore provided.

£g3 (h) All payments with the exception of the water and/
or sewer use charges shall be paild prior to the issuance of any
bullding permit for the construction of said unit.

£hy (1) Said system |[shall be maintained and operated by

the Department.

£33 (J) Use charges|for maintenance and operation of

sald systems may vary from other systems and once éstablished

may not be increased until after a public hearing by the Director:
33 (%) Any user aggrieved by said rate increase shall

have the right to appeal to £he County Council.

£k3 (1) A point of discharge OR AUTHORIZED MEANS OF WASTE

WATER DISPOSAL for any and all effluent shall first be ISSUED A

NATIONAL POLLUTION DISCHARGE ELIMINATION PERMIT AND'§E approved by

i
the State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene before

-13-
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submission of any application for consideration of any such

system. |
No applicdtion shall be permitted for any

individual treatment plant to serve more than one (1) individual

homeowner, business or complex occupied by more than two (2)

fémilies unless the property to be served shall be able to
receive sewerage service from the Counfy within a pericd of five
(5) years or haé been declared a hazard to the health, safety;
and welfare of the County by the State Department of Health and
Mentai Hygiene or the Count; Health Officer.
443, Plan; public hearings; subdistricts.

{(a) Surveys; operatiqg syStems. To provide for the
general health andlwelfare Sf the reslidents of Harford County,
the County Eﬁecutive WITH AfPROVAL Or THE COUNTY COUNCIL may

acquire, construct, operate) and maintain such water., sewer, and
3 3 3| > A
|
Il

drainage systems as he deems tc be in the public interest. The

County Executive may cause surveys, plans, specifications, and
estimates to be made for such systems. Unless all owners of land
which will be served by any|such proposed improvements consent in
writing to such improvements being made, the County shall construg
any such system or extension thereof only after a public hearing.
At the hearing, plans and specifications for the proposed
improvements shall be presented together with the estimated costs
thereof and estimated revenues to be derived therefrom. In

any case where a public hearing is reguired, the Director may

proceed with the proposed improvements only after the County
Council by at least a majority vote following the public hearing,

has approved such proposal, |AND THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS HAVE

BEEN APPROVED BY THE MARYLAND STATE, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND .

. I
MENTAL HYGIENE AND THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS CONFORM TO THE

I
COUNTY MASTER WATER AND SEWER PLAN AS AMENDED. The County

Executive, upon recommendation of the Directcor, may divide the

~14-
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sanitary district into water

in such a way as in his judg
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and operation, and permit'tg
apportionment of costs to th

(b)

Applicants for se

unincorporated locality in £

make application for =a water

system, or part thereof, to

the County may require the applicants to bear

costs for any preliminary en

Executive upon recommendatio:

to determine whether it is £
Upon: the receipt of such rea
|

have the studies made and wi

advise the applicants of the

Director's determination wit
444,  Bonds
(a) Issue. For the é
the investigations, surveys,
establishment, purchase, or,
sewefage, and drainage syste
County Council shall authori
to time upon the full faith
Maryland, in such amounts as
County's WOrk, subject to th
lished by the Charter of Haz
interest on any bonds it iss

of the bonds, but not more t

so expended.
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» sewerage, and drainage subdistricts
ment will best serve the needs of
enience and economy of installation
e raising of révenues and
ose served on an equitable basis.,
rvice. If the residents of any
he sanitary district voluntarily
supply, sewerage, or drainage
be constructed in their locality,
| the reascnable
gineering studies that the County
n of the Director deems necesgsary
easibleté&construct the improvements.
sonable costs, the Director shall
thin a reascnablie time thereafter

results thereof, together with the

h respect to the applicatioh.

urpose of providing funds for
studies, design, construction,
condemnation cf water supply,
ms in the sanitary district, the
ze the issuance of bonds from time
and/0OR credit of Harford County,
it deems necessary to carry on the
e County's debt limitation as estab-
ford County. The County may pay the

ues out of the proceeds of the sale

han one (1) year's.interest may be

Procedufe. The T

(b)

orm, tenor, manner of selling,

and all other matters relating to the issuance of bonds under
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this subtitle shall be prescribed in a resolution to be adopted

by the County Council at least fifteen (15) days prior to sale

of the bonds in accordance with Seetion 524(a) of the Harford

County Charter. If bonds are issued, the provisions of Sections

9, 10, and 11 of Article 31

of the Anncotated Code of Maryland,

(1957 Edition), and amendments thereto, shall be complied with.

The bonds shall be serial bonds issued upon a serial maturing

plan. The bonds may be redeemable before maturity at the option

of the County at such price

and under such terms and conditions

as may be fixed by the County prior to the issuance of the bonds,

shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding eight percent (8%)

per annum, shall mature in hot more than thirty (30) years after

date of issue, and shall be

forever exempt from State, City,

and County taxation. They shall be lssued under the seal of

the County and shall be guaranteed as to payment of principal

and interest by the County,

which guarantee shall be endorsed

on each of said bonds in thée following or similar language:

"The payment of interest when due and the principal at maturity

i1s guaranteed by Harford Cou

inty, Maryland." Such endorsement

shall be signed on each of the bonds by the County Executive

within ten (10) days after the bonds are presented to him for

endorsement.

(c) In the event that income derived from area

charges and front foot benefit assessments for a specific project

or projects in the County system fails to produce the funds

necessary to reftire the bonds issued to finance the project or

projects; a speclal assessment may be levied, as recommended by

the Director and adopted by

Ordinance of the County Council, on

the users of PROPERTIES BENEFITED BY the water and sewer systems,

to cbviate the necessity of

ocwners, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE.,

an ad valorem tax on all property

HOWEVER, IN THE EVENT THAT ALL FUNDS

AVAILABLE FROM WATER, SEWER

ETC. SOURCES ARE INSUFFICIENT TO PAY
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ANY BONDS TISSUED HEREUNDER WITH THE INTEREST DUE THEREON, THE

Il
COUNTY'EXECUTIVE SHALL RECOMMEND AND THE CQUNTY COUNCIL SHALL, IN

I :
EACH AND EVERY FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH BONDS ARE OUTSTANDING, LEVY

| ]
AND COLLECT AD VALOREM TAXES UPON ALL THE ASSESSABLE PROPERTY

WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITSLQE_HARFORD COUNTY IN RATES AND AMOQUNTS

, | I

WITH ACCRUED INTEREST TO THE DATE OF PAYMENT. 1IN THE EVENT THE
| ]

PROCEEDS FROM THE TAXES =0 LEVIED IN ANY FISCAL YEAR ARE

i
INADEQUATE FOR THE ABOVE PURPOSES, ADDITIONAIL, TAXES SHALL BE

I
LEVIED ;ﬁ THE SUCCEEDING FISCAL YEAR gg MAKE QR ANY DEFICIENCY.

445, Bond retirement asses%ments.

(a) Authorization. For the purpose of paying the
interest and principal due on the bonds issued by the County,
as in this subtitle provided for the water supply, sewerage, or
drainage systems to be consﬁructed, purchased, or established
under this subtitle, the County Executive may recommend to the
County Council an annual assessment on all properties, improved
or unimproved, binding uponja street, road, lane, alley, or
right-of-way in which a water main, sewer, or drain has been

built. The assessment shall be adopted by Ordinance of the

County Councii. The first payment shall be collected during

| _
the year in which the construction is completed AND OPERAEBLE

WITHIN TEE PROJECT AREA on the water suppty SYSTEM, sewerage, or

drainage systems, or in which the systems are purchased or
acquired. All sums collected by the Treasurer of Harford County
for benefits levied against |[the property for water, sewerage, or
drainage construction shall|be set aside as a separate fund to be
knbwn and designated as the|Bond Retirement Assessment IFund.

(b) Method of éssessment. The County Executive
may recommend te the County|Council the assessment on either a
ffont feoot basis or an equal benefit basis:

(1) Front foot basis. The Director for the

- -17-
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purpose of assessing benefiﬁs on a front foot basis shall

divide all properties binding upon a street, road, lane, alley,

or right-of-way, in which a

be laid, into four (4) class

water pipe or sanitary sewer is to

es, namely: agricultural, small

acreage, industrial or business, and residential, and the

Director may subdivide each’

as he deems to be in the pub

supply or sewerage project i

-completed and declared ready

shall fecommend to the Count

assessment annually or semi-

district abutting upon the w

of these classes in such manner
lic interest. Whenever any water
n the sanitary district has been
for service, the County Executive
y Council that they f}x the
annually upon all property in the

ater main or sewer, in accordance

with the classification or s
may recommend changes in the
time to time as the properti
are put.

sewerage and drainage constr

class of property upon the n

the street,'lane, road, alle
water pipe cor sewer is place
property may be assessed on,
upon two (2) parallel street
and assessed upon such.front

and that all lots in the res

ubdivision therecf. The Director
classification of properties from

es change in the uses to which they

The benefit assessﬁent shall be levied for water supply,

uction, and shall be based for each
umber of front feet abutfting upon

¥, or right-of-way in which the

d; provided that no residential
more than one side unless it abuts
s, that corner lots may be averaged
age in a reasonable and fair manner,

idential and industrial or business

classification shall be asse

sewer may not extend along t

ssed even though a water main or

he full length of any boundary;

and provided further, that no land classified as agricultural

shall be assessed a front foot benelfit when it has constructed

through it or in front of it

a sewer of water main until such

time as the water or sewer connection 1s made, and when so

made and for every connectiocon such land is liable to a front foot

assessment for such reasonab

le frontage not exceeding three

~-18~
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hundred (300) feet, and shail be immediately assessed at the
rate of assessment determined for agricultural land. Any land
owned by a religious body upon which there is erected a church
or a parsonage and which is|used exclusively for customary
religipus purposes and properties of volunteer county fire
companies shall be exempted:from front foot benefit assessment
for the first one hundred fifty (150) feet of the total frontage

of' said property.

Front foot benefit assessments for water supply and
sewerage and drainége construction shall be as nearly uniform
as is practicable for each ¢lass or subclass of property
throughout each system for any one (1) year, and no benefit
charge, once levied, may be{increased; provided, however, that

whenever the County acquires an existing system other than a

municipal system, the construction of which has been added in
whole or in part to the purchase price of land or lots abutting
upon the system and which contribution the Director has
determined to be a factor in the cost to the County of such
system, the County Council may levy, after adoption by Ordinance,
such lesser assessment as méy take infto account this factor.

The amount of the assessment per front foot for each
class of property for water; sewer and drainage systems may be
reduced from time to time'by the County, if cost and conditions
are deemed to Justify the réduction but may be subsequently
increased to the amount of original assessment in the event
revenues prove to be insufflcient, after adoption by Ordinance
by the County}Council. Thelbenefit assessments shall be paid
annually by all properties located as above specified for

a period of years co-extensive with the period of maturity of the

|

bonds out of the proceeds of which such construction was done.
(2) Egual benefit basis. In any area where the

County Executive determines|there is already a high density of

| -19-
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homes and commercial buildi@gs, or where public sewer or water
or drainage facilities are &eeded and can be supplied by the
County on a self-supporting|basis, the County Executive with

the approval of the County Council may prescribe boundary lines

to encompass the densely populated areas, and it may refer to
the area as a sanitary subdistrict. In that district, in lieu
of front foot assessments, the County may impose an equal
benefit assessment on each of the properties, or a benefit
assessment on each of the péoperties calculated by a square

fooctage benefit standard, which assessments shall be in

whatever amount is required|to pay the total cost of providing

and inétalling the publicrutilities for the sanitary subdistrict.
Shopld any 1ot owner in thaﬂ sanitary subdistrict divide his
lot, and water or sewer seryices be provided therefor, the
same assessment shall be Imposed as on other properties.

(¢) Notice. The Diréctor shall notify property
owners, by registered mail at their last known address, by
personal delivéry to an adu!t living on the property, or by
posting a notice on unimproved property, of the date, time, and
place of the public hearinglat which the County Council will
adopt the classificaticn an? assessment for the property. Such

notice must be provided at least fifteen (15) calendar days

prior to the public hearing.

(d) Connections. The Director may at any time

permit a connection with a water main or sewer by a property
owner whose property does nét abut on a water main or sewer
and who has not previously paid a benéfit charge for the construc-
tion of said water main or sewer, provided the Director classifies
the property and a front foot assessment is paid by the
property ownef as though the property abutted upon a water main
or sewer; and if the connection is made, the property owner and
the property as to all cﬁarges, rates and benefits stand in

[-20-
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every respect in the same position as if the broperty abutted

upon a water main or sewer.

46,

Connection charges. For the purpose of carrying out

the provisions of this subtitle the County shall make a charge

for every drainage, sewer and water connection.

The funds

derived from such charges shall be used for payment of principal

and interest on bonds, accumulating funds for capital improve-

ments, for acquisition and construction of water sewerage and

drainage systems and for thée purchase of equipment and supplies

necessary to the operation of the sanitary district.

Connection

charges shall be established from time to time by the County

Council. Such charges may t

e based upon such reasonable

classifications as the Director may recommend and such

classifications may vary within any water, sewer, or drainage

system and amohg any such systems depending on the existence

of any special circumsfances.

not be limited to the costs

connections. The Freasurer

The charges herein provided shall
to the County for maklng such

'DIRECTOR OF FINANCE is empowered to

determine the manner in whi@h such charges shall be payable.

haT.

service charges and ug

keep charges. For the purpose

of providing funds for maintaining, repairing, and operating

its water supply, sewerage,

or drainage systems, and for its

operation and other expenses, including proper depreciation

allowances, and for interest on and the retirements of bonds

as specified in this subtitl

charges:
(a)

for water and sewer service

A water and sewer gervice charge.

e, the County may make the following

The rates

may include a minimum or ready-to-

serve charge, which shall be ‘based upon the size of the meter

on the water connection leading to the property, and a charge

for water used, which shall

‘be based upon the amount of water

passing through the meter during the period between the last

-21-
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two (2) readings. The meter shall be required to be placed on

each water connection at a one (1) time fee at the time of
installation as determined by the Director, and it shall remain
the property of the County.| The rates shall be uniform through-

out each such system operated by the County but the Director

may maké such classifications as he deems advisable within any
such system based ubon quantities of water used. If the
Department at any time shall not have meters available to
install in all the properties in a given locality that are
connected to the system, thén a flat rate shall be charged on
properties in which meters Lave not yet been installed, which

rate shall be uniform in each sanitary system and based upon the

ready-to-serve charge and the amount of water used. Bills for

water and sewer charges shall be sent quarterly or semi-annually
as the Treasurer DIRECTOR OF FINANCE may determine to cach propert
served and shall be payableyat the office of the Treasurer or such
other place as may be desiggated. Such charges shall be a lien
upon the property served and collectible as elsewhere herein pro-
vided. If any bill remains unpaid after thirty (30) days from
date of sending, the Department after written notice left upon thd
premises or malled to the last known address of the owner, shall
turn off the water from the|property in questicn; and the water
shall not be turned on agai? until said bill has been paid,

. ]
including a turn-on charge of five dollars ($5.00).

{(b) A charge shall be made for the construction

and upkeep of drainage, watTr and sewer systems against all
|

properties benefited by such system or having a connection with

any water malin or sewer under its operation or ownership. The
charge for the constructionfand upkeep of the drainage, water or
sewer system, if any, shall|be made upon suchlreasonable basis

as the County may determine! It shall be collected annually .

Iin the same manner as ére ffont foot benefit assessments, agalnst

-20-
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all property benefited by such drainage system or having a

connection with a water main or sewer under the operation or

ownership of the County, and shall be a lien against such
property. Such charges shall be based upon such classifications
as the Director from time to time may establish and éhall be
uniform throughout each sangtary system within each such

claésification; provided, hjwever, that no charge for the upkeep

of water and sewer systems shall be made against any property in

any year for which such property is currently subject to a front
foot benefit assessment as elsewhere in this subtitle provided.
Any person aggrieved by the|Director's decision may appeal to

the County Council.

448. Charges; due dates; collection; interest. All charges,

levies and assessments provided in this subtitle shall be liens
upon the property served orfbenefited and, in addition to being
ehforced_by actions at law,|may be enforced by a bill in.equity

against the property so served or benefited. The liéns shall

be subordinate only to liens for State taxes. Such charges
shall be due when made and after sixty (60) days from that date

shali bear interest at the ¥abe of ene-haif pereent £14£2%3 per

menskh SAME RATE AS THAT CHABGED FOR DELINQUENT COUNTY REAL

|
ESTATE TAXES. Neither the due dates nor the interval between

such dates need be uniform throughout the sanitary district.

BENEFIT-ASSESSMENTS SHALL Eﬁ DUE ON THE SAME DATE AS COUNTY

REAL ESTATE TAXES AND SHALLJBECOME DELINQUENT ON THE FIRST DAY COF

OCTOBER.

449. Deferred payment for ;ndigents. The County Council,

upon recommendation of the Gounty.Execgtive, may defer payment
of area charges and bond fetirement assessments 1n cases where
the property owner is indigent and payment would create undue
hardship. These charges shall be a first lien upon the property
and shall become due and pafable upcn transfer of the property

N =N
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in any manner, said lien shall be recorded among the Land

Records of Harford County.

450. Penalties. Every act
misdemeanor in this subtiti
be punishable in the Distri
Harford County, and the off
to a fine not exceeding one
confinement in fhe Ccounty j
or both, in the discretion
is of a continuing nature 5
of the provisions of this s
formulated thereunder, a co
not be a bar to the conVic€
of'fense subsequent to the g
451.
RECOMMEND rules and regulaﬁ

enforcement of this subtitl

COUNCIL,SHALL HAVE THE FULL

of the Court.

Rules and regulations|.

|
e,WHICH AFTER ADOPTION BY THE COUNTY

iomee 427

or omission designated as a
e, unless otherwise provided, shall

ct Court or Circuit Court for

ender, upon conviction,shall be subject
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or to
511 for not more than six (6) months,
If the act or omission
nd is persisted in, in violation
ubtitle or of any rule or regﬁlation
nviction for one (1) offense shall

ion for a continuation of such

irst or any succeeding conviction.

The Director shall premuigote

ions for the administration and

FORCE AND EFFECT OF LAW. In addition

to its own power to adopt 4ppropriate rules and regulations, the

County Council may adopt and enforce regulations of the State

Department of Health and Me

Health Officer fixing standards of construction for sanitary

facilities or installations

rules and regulations, othe

of Health and_Mental Hygiene or the Harford County Health Officer,

the County Council shall gilve public notice of the rules and

regulations which it proposes to adopt by publishing the same

in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation published

in Harford County at least

not less than fifteen (15)

hearing, the date, time and place of which shall be specified in

such notice.

ntal Hyglene and/or the Harford County

. Prior to the adoption of any such

r than those of the State Department

twice, the second of which shall be

calendar days prior to the public

24
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b52. Severability. If any

or the applilcation thereof

)

1o 128

- provisions of this subtitle

to any person or circumstance is

held invalid for any reason

the other prdvisions or any

5 the invalidity shall not affect

other application of this subtitle

which can be given effect ﬁithout the invalld provisicns or

applicaticns,

subtitle are declared to be

and to this end all of the provisions of this

severable.

TAXES AND COUNTY TREASURER

L8ga.

|
(a) -

of the Metropolitan Commission and all debts,

From and after February 15,

Transfer of Metropolitan Commission Finances.

1873, all monies

credits,

assessments, levies, charges of every kind and description due

to or from the Metropolitan

debt, credit, assessment le

Commission shall become fthe money,

vy charge to or of Harford County,

Maryland. All money, asses

sments, levies or charges s0

collected or to be collected and all debts paid shall be

credited or debited as the
and joint sinking fund and

such banks or trust compani

case may be to the current interest
the Harford County Utility Fund in

es as the County Executive shall

designate AND SUCH FUNDS SHALL BE KEPT SEPARATE AND APART FROM

ALL OTHER COUNTY FUNDS.

(b)

The Metropclita
directed to execute and del
¥February 15, 1973, any and
certificates, deeds or othe

neceSsary to effectuate the

i Commission 1s authorized and
iver to the County Executive by
all warrants, drafts, receipts, title
r indicia of ownership as may be

provisions of this Section.

Section 2.

And be it further enacted,

that an emergency exists

affecting the health, safet

|
Harford County in that the -

Commission of providing wat
uninterrupted; that this Ac

and that this Act shall tak
Effective: October 15, 1973

% and welfare of the citizens of

functions of the Metropolitan

er and sewer services must continue
¢ is declared to be an Emergency Act;
e effect on the date it becomes law.
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BY THE COU?CIL

U/m 4 /g,

OCTOBER 9, 1973‘ - LSD 73430(".,ith';gmenémenﬁs)

I
!
'
e
i

'B:,r .ord;i; ! -
I

7

Sea.led. with the County Seal and presented to the Coun'ty mecu'h:.ve for h:.s

approva.l this lOTH

ﬁ—@f/ 4‘9@%& .W;;.éécre.tm R

s

- APPROVED:

This Bill, having been approved by' the Executive and returned '

. to the Councll becomes law on October 15, 1973.

W %% b

d.a.y of OCTOBER '. - , 1972 3 at

BY THE ERECUTIVE -

es B." derson, JTr., County

Date /O /{";’}

BY THE COUNCIL .
|

ﬁa// . S;éc:ieta#

Imog B‘. Johnston , ecretary

'.J.l'




